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Happy little campers around the world have set up tent cities or, as 
in Australia, mini-Global Villages in solidarity with the Occupy Wall 
Street anarchists. Entertaining YouTube clips show a passing 
parade of blood-smeared zombies, dread-locked jugglers, wide-
eyed babies in pushers, sign-totting anarchist nana's, unshaven 
rough-necked unionists with megaphones, thin, wispy-bearded, 
hand-knit-jumper-wearing vegans, red coated trombonists, Che 
Guevara flags and hand-made protest posters everywhere. 
 
The media response to this people's protest is equally entertaining. 
Commentators on the Right prattle on about the incoherent, anti-
capitalist, anti-corporate clap trap spruiked by this motley army of 
ageing hippies, uber greenies, the unwashed unemployed, 
performance artists and art students. These commentators have a 
point. There seems to be a mixed bag of demands to save the 
whales and wind farms from coal-seam fracking, global-warming, 
tax avoiding, blood-sucking, meat-eating bankers. Their protest 
signs are either too vague as in 'POWER TO THE PEACEFUL' or 
too convoluted as with the tongue-in-cheek 'CLOSE CORPORATE 
TAX LOOPHOLES, TAX RELIGIOUS GROUPS, END THE WARS, 
LEGALISE WEED AND BRING BACK ARRESTED 
DEVELOPMENT.' 
 
Conservative commentators also mock the hypocrisy of anti-
corporate protestors, who wear NIKE shoes or use mobile phones 
missing the point that people, who wear secondhand shoes 
choose the size not the brand and, despite dedication to alternate 
lifestyle, they cannot knit their own mobile phones. Protestors are, 
I suggest, anti-corporate greed, but greed is not easily quantified 
so the message morphs into an anti-the-suit-wearing-bastards rant. 
 
Media commentators on the Left seem to be reveling in a heady 
surge of nostalgia recalling the halcyon days of antiwar protests in 
the seventies. 'ONE, TWO, THREE, FOUR. WE DON'T WANT 
YOUR F**KING WAR'. But now the chants have fractured into a 



garbled demand 'ONE, TWO, THREE, FOUR. WE DON'T WANT 
THE 1% OF TAX-DODGING BONUS-POCKETING BANKERS 
WHO CREATED CREDIT DEFAULT SWAP SCAMS WHICH 
BURDENED THE REMAINING 99% OF US, SCREWED UP THE 
GLOBAL ECONOMY AND DESTROYED RAIN FORESTS TO 
GET AWAY WITH IT AND OTHER STUFF.'   
 
I'm with the peace-loving anarchists in spirit. Corporate greed 
exists and we all pay for it. The problem with the anarchists is that 
they have not targeted one industry or one corporation. So I will. 
Put down your bongos. The party is over. Here is a review of one 
industry, the global pharmaceutical industry, and its impact on 
Australia.  
 
My interest in BIG PHARMA began 10 years ago when I was paid 
by a pharmaceutical company to inject humour into three doctors' 
conferences. I sat through 3, probably paid ($1,500 is the going 
rate), medical specialists talking up a new anti-hypertension drug. 
It was appalling. The statistics looked shonky. They were based on 
South American males, who, by the way, reported sexual 
dysfunction on the placebo, a very South American male response. 
The audience laughed. 'Then we prescribe Viagra' yelled one 
doctor. They laughed again. My research began. 
 
Now I'll use some Occupy Wall St SIGNS as headings for facts I've 
collected involving BIG PHARMA today. 
 
IT'S NOT A CRISIS, IT'S A SCAM. 
Australian doctors are still attending dinners and taking trips 
funded by the pharmaceutical companies for the purpose of so-
called 'professional development'. The conflict of interest here is 
bad enough but as The London Review of Books reported that 
presentations by supposed medical experts are frequently written 
by PR agency ghostwriters. Meanwhile, at least, 10,000 doctors in 
Australia prescribe drugs using software provided by the 
pharmaceutical companies with little spinning drug logos. I've seen 
them. 
 
PEOPLE BEFORE PROFITS. 
One member of the Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA), 
which approves drugs for sale in Australia, told me that they have 
approved drugs with an efficacy as low as 10% above the placebo. 
Ten bloody per cent. In technical terms, that's bugger all. More 



alarming was The New York Review of Books exposé explaining 
how pharmaceutical companies fund disease support groups to 
expand the market for the use of their drugs especially off label 
applications for, say, 'Bipolar' 3-year-olds. 
 
BAIL OUT THE PEOPLE.  
Massive amounts of money are paid by our government to 
pharmaceutical companies via our Pharmaceutical Benefits 
Scheme (PBS). Medicare puts it at over $6 billion a year. Yet, 
according to The New Yorker, some drug trials involve 
professional human guinea pigs - often poor Hispanics - locked in 
down-market motels for the trial duration. These Guinea Pigs know 
how to fill in forms in favour of the drugs. They're experts. So how 
much of that $6 billion is wasted on useless drugs? It makes you 
sick just thinking about it. 
 
THE GAME OF CAPITALISM BREEDS DISHONEST MEN. 
Where to begin? Here's what Harvard Professor, Dr Arnold 
Relman, the editor of The New England Journal of Medicine, USA, 
had to say 'The academics of this country are allowing themselves 
to become paid agents of the pharmaceutical industry. I think it's 
disgraceful.'  
 
STOP ROBBING FROM THE MIDDLE CLASS TO PAY THE 
RICH. 
Meanwhile, Richard Horton, editor of medical journal Lancet, 
claimed in a startlingly candid interview in 2004 in The Times, UK, 
how pharmaceutical companies sway research agendas, buy up 
academics and peddle over-priced, improperly tested drugs. Drug 
reps in Australia get paid bonuses for increased sales. Typically, 
$8,000. Then last week we found out that some Australian 
pharmacists get a kickback from a drug company for promoting 
their 'propaganda'. 
 
STOP THE GREEDY BASTARDS. Not only do I agree with this 
sign, now I'm warming to the one that read ROBINHOOD WAS 
RIGHT. 
 
 


