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I have just seen the most ridiculous name for a new car.  And it has 

proved, once and for all, that they’re running out of names for new cars.  
It became obvious that car manufactures were struggling to find new 

car names when Ford brought out the Ka car in 2000. The name was 
obviously inspired by the kindergarten song ‘I’m going for a ride in my car 
car!’ and probably suits a cardboard-box car with paper plate wheels.   

Now car naming follows strict traditions and just a minor slip-up can 
produce an unroadworthy name. It is entirely acceptable, for instance, to 
name a car after a fast moving animal. There is the Ford Falcon, Ford 
Mustang, Ford Cougar, Jaguar and in the past the Audi Fox and Humber 
Hawk. But what was Plymouth thinking with the Barracuda? Did the car 
perform like a fish out of water, perhaps?  

Cars can be named after insects which pack a bite like the Rambler 
Hornet, the Mitsubishi Scorpion and the three spiders: the Ferrari Spider, 
Maserati Spyder and Alfa Romeo Spider. You can see what you get if 
you’re willing to slap down $230,000 for a Maserati Spyder. You get an 
upmarket  ‘y’ at no extra cost. The only acceptable exception to this rule is 
the VW Beetle. It is called a beetle because it looks like a beetle and 
descended upon the earth in plague proportions.  

Cars and people can share names. Mercedes, Morgan, Austin and 
Morris are all acceptable names for cars and people. But the Nissan 
Cedric just didn’t work for a car. Cedric is in the same name category as, 
say, Gladys. Can you imagine a car named Gladys? 

 Cars can have meaningless names as long as they end with an ‘a’ or 
an ‘o’. There is the Holden Torana and Seca, the Holden Barina and Astra, 
the Misubishi Magna, the Ford Cortina and more. But the Suzuki Vitara 
hasn’t quite hit the spot. It sounds like a dessert. While Toyota should have 
mumbled ‘Celica’ out loud before the ‘Silly-Car’ hit the market. 

Cars with names ending in ‘o’ include the Mitsubishi Pajero, Daewoo 
Espero, Kia Cerato and Renault Clio. But the Ford Mondeo implies you 
should own more than one car: a Mondeo, a Tuesdeo, a Wednesdeo and so 
on.   

Cars can be given names associated with weapons of war such as the 
Hillman Arrow, Triumph Spitfire and Pontiac Torpedo. But Chrysler has 



just come up with the Crossfire Roadster. Have they thought this one 
through? Who would want to be caught in the crossfire?  

4WDs are traditionally given names that reek of adventure. There is 
the Ford Escape, the Nissan Pathfinder, the Honda Rodeo and the 
Holden Jackeroo.  But I don’t get the significance of Hyundai’s Terracan 
Highlander. To me a terracan sounds like an exploding toilet! On a lighter 
note, car names can be musical. The Honda Concerto, Nissan Stanza and 
Honda Jazz all evoke a sense of motoring harmony. Whereas the Kia 
Bongo would get on your nerves, wouldn’t it? 

Some upmarket car brands don’t use names at all. BMW, Mercedes, 
Saab and Volvo only use numbers and letters. But the combination is 
important. Acceptable combinations include XJ6, CS9000, MX6, E34, E 
class or 5 series. But the combination P76 never did work.  

Some of the worst car names in Europe include the Renault Kangoo 
(What’s Kangoo? Roo poo?), the Nissan Cherry (It is not a lemon, but it 
sounds close.) and the Citroen Dolly (A blonde wig and false eyelashes are 
optional extras!). The worst American car names include the Dodge 
Coronet (Can you picture the Queen sitting up in a Dodge wearing a 
coronet?) and the Ford Probe (If you were abducted by aliens a 2.5l V6 
Ford Probe might bring tears to your eyes!). But the weirdest car names are 
Japanese. There is the Isuzu Mysterious Ute, the Nissan Prairie Joy and 
the VW Thing. But perhaps, manufacturers will resort to using such clangers 
now that they’re running out of names for new cars.  

And the signs are there already. The car name that shocked me was 
the Cayenne S. It is a 4WD Porsche. Now an off road Porsche makes as 
much sense as a Mercedes supermarket trolley. But an off road pepper? 
This makes no sense at all.  Then again a Cayenne S would look right at 
home in Japan along with the Toyota Deliboy, the Mitsubishi Pistachio 
and the Suzuki Cappuccino.  

 
 


